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1. What theories of crime causation explain rape and sexual assault?
The first theory that explains rape and sexual assault is the cultural transmission and the developmental theory. The developmental theory posits that the social environment in which one is brought up could influence their behavior (Dar-Nimrod, Heine, Cheung & Schaller, 2011). As such, young men who live in cultures where coercion, and violence are considered as valid ways of conducting social relationships are more predisposed to commit rape and sexual assault since it is the norm in their societies. Arguably, the society in which men grow up shape their behavior and as they develop into adults, they might engage in sexual assault without thinking of it as violation of the rights of women. The developmental theory is most prevalent in societies that practice male chauvinism and disregard the rights of women (Petersen, Bhana & McKay, 2005). In such societies, women could be seen as objects of gratification for men and form men to use as they please. 
A closely related theory to the cultural transmission theory is the social learning theory that posits that people can acquire certain behaviors by learning them. The social learning theory could explain sexual assault if the factors that shape a person towards adopting such behavior outweigh those that condemn the same behaviour. Additionally, social learning could occur due to lengthy interaction with persons who commit such crime. For instance, if a young man has friends who frequently drug ladies and have sex with them without their consent, he could also adopt the same behaviour by learning from his friends through his interaction and friendship. According to this theory, deviant theory such as rape could result from continuous association with persons who commit that crime (Archer & Vaughan, 2001). 
Another crime causation theory that could be used to explain rape and sexual assault is the psychodynamic theory. According to this theory, when a young man is sexually assaulted during their normative years, they might also become sexual deviants when they grow up. The psychodynamic theory posits that the experiences that one undergoes as a child are likely to shape their behaviors into adulthood and exposure to sexual violence and sodomy at a young age could explain why some men commit sexual offences against women whom they do not know (Blake & Gannon, 2014). The psychodynamic theory recognizes the harm to the ego of persons because of painful experiences during their childhood that could end up shaping their personality. According to this theory, the mental process that could force one to commit sexual violence is beyond the control of the individual since their ego is damaged at a young age. Consequently, such an individual might have a difficulty in realizing what is wrong and what is right and what is wrong resulting in sexual deviance (Blake & Gannon, 2014). The psychodynamic theory is useful in explaining why some sexual deviants have records of past abuse during their childhood. 
Meanwhile, the strain theory could also explain sexual assault and rape by persons who are under immense pressure to cope with peer pressure or find an easy escape form a problem they are facing (Dar-Nimrod, Heine, Cheung & Schaller, 2011). The strain theory can explain sexual assault by teenagers who might feel left out by their peers who have had several girlfriends or more sexual experiences. Consequently, instead of dating a girl and waiting for consensual sex, a teenager might resort to drug a girl and have sex with her without her consent. Alternatively, a young man can resort to using force to coerce a girl into having sex with him to gain acceptance by his peers. Such peer pressure might also explain rape and sexual assault in an attempt to stop constant mocking from his colleagues or friends if he has difficulty in maintaining a normal relationship with a member of the opposite gender but has to prove his capabilities as a man. 
2. Is the crime of rape or sexual assault that different from homicide, robbery, or even assault?
The crime of rape is not entirely different from other crimes such as robbery or assault since they all cause harm to a third party. A major similarity is that in any crime the victim of the crime has to cope with either psychological, physical and sometimes economic loss or pain. In extreme cases such as homicide there is loss of life, which not only affects the victim but also their family. When comparing rape to homicide, the latter would seem worse at a glance. However, both crimes are irreversible since a rape victim might have to live with the pyschologcial trauma for the rest of their life but the victim of a homicide will be worse off since death is irreversible. Although there is no method of equating the amount of loss and pain from each of the crimes, the commodification theory is relevant in explaining how the different crimes would result in loss and harm to the victims. 
Indeed, a crime of sexual assault causes the loss of dignity to the victim and could have other consequences such as the victim getting pregnant or acquiring a sexually transmitted infection (Petersen, Bhana & McKay, 2005). Meanwhile, in a robbery the victim could lose their property that has an economic or sentimental value. In an assault the victim could sustain severe injuries, which could be costly to treat or they could lose an important part of their body. If the victim of an assault loses a critical part of their body such as their limbs or eyes, they could be worse off than a victim of rape who might only have to deal with the emotional trauma. Both these instances show how a rape might not be different from either crimes since there is an underlying loss that occurs from the crimes. 
Conversely, according to the commodification theory, a victim would incur the loss of a commodity which was in their possession. A homicide is not any different since there is loss of life on the part of the victim. However, a homicide could be different from rape if the death was accidental and the perpetrator had no preconceived motive to harm their victim. The crime of rape is usually preconceived since the perpetrators might use external interferences such as drugs to impair the judgment of their victims. Likewise, in rape, the perpetrator might use excessive force of violence to coerce their victim into submission and in some cases murder their victims (DeLisi, 2015). The same applies to assault and robbery where the perpetrators often use force to overpower their victims. 
Such cases of robbery with violence, assault and rape under duress are entirely different from a homicide in which the accused might not have had full control of the situation when the crime was occurring. For instance, the operator of a crane could accidentally drop a fully loaded container on a fellow employee killing them on the spot. In such a case, the plant operator might not have had laid out plan on how to kill his fellow employee and the result could have occurred due to a fault in the crane. Such a case deserves a different way of handling it compared to a case in which the accused waylaid their victim in a dark alley and used a knife to subdue them into submission before raping them. Likewise, if someone engages in violent crime and causes bodily harm to their victim, they would deserve harsher punishment in comparison to someone who caused a death accidentally due to a factor beyond their control. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, although the nature and extent of harm resulting from a rape, homicide, assault or robbery are different and sometimes incomparable, each case should be handled uniquely. The motive of the accused and the level of harm to the victim should be some of the critical focal points when arguing the punishment the perpetrator deserves. All crimes cause harm to the victim and according punishment that befits each crime and the circumstances in which it occurred will go a long way in creating a society devoid of crime. 
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